TWO COLLEAGUES PAY TRIBUTE TO THE WIDMER ERA

MIXED METAPHORS AND WIDMER SPACES

BY SUZANNE HANNAY, ENGLISH TEACHER

NO, THATS YOUR PLACE,” you said
hrmly, painting 1o the space at the head
of the mble, right next to the chair in
which you were about w seude yourself,
-\11”. =y o 1:}1.1"111!_: |ili\ ||1-TI;'t1||F

How rypical of vou, as | would learn
over the next 11 years. You had asked
me o LiP'LE'l.J.i.' TE'll.' CoImimines 'Ul-ltll YOl
and | had been honored ar the thought
of such a wonderful OpPOTTUNITY 1O Work
for Deerfield at the side of the headmas-
ter. Bur as so many things go at Deer
held, in the subsequent months, there
had been litde timie for us to ralk through
how we would coordinate the Bicenten
nidl Educattonal Ininatives Committes
lhroughout the spring and summer, |
puttered away with educational journals
and the list of committee members you
had selected for this pivoral commirres
meeting. | d written reams of notes to
give o you and I'd come up with ou
lines and schemes that seemed promis

ing ar the time, But now ir was opening

meeting, and as we gathered together in
the library with the greatest “ralking
heads” in educarian, T was relieved
know thar we were starring on a4 coop
Crative venture.

There arc those who would say that
vou were thoughtless in chis abrupe shifi
in F‘[qli‘l “hj”]‘ll..ll oYCn LJtlI‘lL'l{lliJI!Jf.
| suppose these and other thoughts must
have roared through my mind in the
half-second of panic as | sat down in the
space you'd designared for me. | looked
over at vou with my best facial messaging
of “Help me!™ Bur you just sar down in
the chair next 1o me and smiled

| don't remember exactly what h.11'1
pened in the opening minures of thar
meeting. Probably something like “Wel
come...we are honored 1o have vou in
our midst and....” slipped our as 1 tried
to focus on those notes, on thar outline.
But as my heartbeat returned w some-
thing of a regular rhythm and my breath

ing resumed a gentde partern of in and

out, and my brain rghted isell in my
shoull

spun our in front of me, | became aware

samewhere in the minutes thar

that the voices in the room were in a
healchy x'hl..h.llli,',c of observations and
comments, that the earth was stll rocat-
ing on its axis, that God was probably
still in His Heaven somewhere, and that
| seemied to be managing to navigate the
tricky surges of current in and around
the room. | was chairing this meeting,

I live in a world of metaphors and e
tion and poetic license, and the result is
that | spend an inordinate amount of
time secing hgurative connections be-
tween things, | have never forgoten the
exhilaration of thar day. Since thar afrer-
noon, when you unexpecredly pushed
me into thar space, | have been aware,
over and over again. of this gesture of
yours—rthis sink or swim/do or die
launching off the diving board and into
the current—as more than just a quirky

irregularity in work style. To mie, this ex-

* Eric Widmer's translation of Matsuo Basho's haiku as published in the letter announcing his retirement. May 2004
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A yearlong series of goodbyes included a8 Trustee bike brigade and the gift of a frog weathervana to adom Harold Webster Smith Dormitory.

Mamy just

rol] their eves ar the danperous L MINLA-

PITESSES YOuIr vision of orhers

neiy you Dave so oltcn .*.J'ui!l.'-._'-' "1-.5

an the other hand, emjov 2 level of opr

sy, a haen !|1|I 0mes rl A Irom a

i of recognizing more in others than

How like a great

we maght i

tcacher o FrECOENnIEC an indiscoveread

something in a voungster of any age and
to brine that somet INE out by GIving 1
1 space in which o prow

In a school thar doesn’t ake kindlv to

Change 1o ans

proach may be simply to make space for

form. the next best ap

something 1o happen. You have an ey
tor invention and renewal thar this
school will enjoy for years to come, For
the 12 vears vou have been ar Deecheld,
vou have created spaces where things did
happen—unexpected chings and small
miracles of trust in an curcome yet to be
1:T'I.'I§_'|iI‘IL'l'|.. You made space in the cur

riculum thar in time produced “River
Valley, Rock” and the Camb: :Ll:_;n.' Semi
nar. Soon there was space for Chinese 1o
Hourish and then for Ambic 1o mke roor

You made a space in our busy lives lor

community service and the tireless peo

pic who gudod us g new made off ag

tivity that rransformed our relationship

I
'.-.i;-‘1 Our ocishbors I'I-ll.: made 3 spuce

for rechnoleoy on campus thar has erad-

ually forced even the Luddires in ous

midst o ger on a bandwagon rolling
And coming an

koch Cenre

into the 215t century
the western horizon, the
glows in the darkened space beyond the
Bovden Library

Even houses reflect your ingenuity
Ihere’s che old Hircheock Doarmitory
that has taken on a new life as the Acad
emy Booakstore right in the middle of
campus. All hours of the day and eve
ning, students und fculty and st meer
in the old wood-paneled rooms berween
I|Il. disles ol |"l '1l|-.\ and ANTIuUE harvest
tihyles |Ill|l_i|||;" baskers of TS and pen-
cils. A student lingers in the arm chair
thumbing through the pagess of his next
novel

while rwo others contemplate

Wil ...il |.|-||||I..: ORIl ::’._'. .-.:.: -.k'il_-_
Ephraim Williams across the lawn tries
(0 Mmaintain it a.J.':-'_' IV as [hi i:r""'l.' o
he Alumnt and [ '\.._?'u;l-' ent Uithoes,
but the cozy living room in winter 15 bull

Ol sTudents and eacners

vathered armound

the fire in the hearth, wmilking abour phi
losophy or equarions or the larest [-pod
In other scasons, vou can hear the muf
||L'l.|. vouces from & 3| .1".l.| |.|-|.r-|.:|.' r11.||l.1.'r'1
where everyone gathers on the way o
somewhere else, The Manse, -:|l.|iL'| and
serene behind the roses and the {1|\_|-u_':
fence l'n.'|l. LInes evervanc I:tlnit'l s gar
den tent or into its kitchen where we ve
-:'.1|:|1|.n'1| to create Indian extruy A ey

under Meera's clear directions. In the

spring, the Albany Road salon invades

vour ome and invites student arnsts of

every descripuon Anyone walking by
on that May evening would marvel at
the sound of l"“.‘—'i ter and singung, voices
1 VCISC OF '|'l'lr'-l.' Al sy nnging 1o
VDU hodise
MNow it 1 history. B

Crod staned betieern vou and farm
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A TRIBUTE TO AND MILD STIR-FRYING OF THE

ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND FOIBLES OF ONE
ERIC WIDMER IN INVERSE TIME LITANY FORM

BY RICHARD A. BONANNO, THE DEAN OF THE FACULTY

MEMORY IS TRICKY! Pecause we live
our lives day o day change over longer
spans of time is often masked by our
daily expenience. Thus w appreciate the
accomplishmenes of the Widmer Era
ind o highlight the unigqueness of our
headmaster as well, | proposc o lovad
you all inm a Time Machine and rake
vorul back o what [ wall call B.EW, Be
fore Eric Widmer

that is before 1994

of the common e

B.EEW. there was

¢ No Dance Studio

* No Jim Smiuth Football Field

* Mo Ephraim Williams Alumni House
* No Hermage Day

* NO COmMmuUnty service
* Mo tubstannal crew pre
Mo Boar House

¢ No COLOR! in The Screli

AT

B.E.W. there was

* No opera sung ar the ( hristrmas Ty
. '\-.- i Il.llJu,]r'-

* No costuime partics
. T'\n nl'lh |i;|;'l Ir IE'I: ".1..||l’u|r.":

* Mo welephones in student rooma
* Mo Internet.. . ] know Al Gore has
taken credir for that, but Enc did extend

s reach 1o Deerheld

Before 1994 there was

« Mo John Louis Dormitory

* No Louis Marx Dormitony

* Mo Lynch House Dormiton

* Mo Harold Websver Smith Dormitory
* Mo Pocummuck [V Doarmiron

* No endless red brick walks

* Mo South Ficlds

= No air-conditioned Dining Hall

Owver a doren years ago there was

¢ No Headmaster's Trio to play Brahms
* No bagpipes

* No HAMS

did ger his Gilbert & Sullivan

Pinafore—oops, he never
w0 At
least one challenge remains for Enc m

achieve at King s Academs
£ )

In the time before Ernic Widmer there
were

* No annual review of the history of
senior pranks
« Mo W.1.0.—the Widmer Inverred
the only known human

Cauntler

e g
Cheation Il-a.L!-. ihe laws ol U 1[::.,:_
FEOITICTTY

¢« No kings ar praduation

* No ]""."ll!-.'!'!!\ il :.;l-l.l..!u.HI-HI.

B.EW. there were
L \:t

"
& No record-scring capital campaign

\JI.IH‘\.. At |f:..' ".[_1“'\-:

* No portrast of David Pynchon in the
L _aswy |

* No STEP Program

* No Sep leam

L \nr ] beertu ||!. (15 |,'|'r\.|r|.'

* Mo Deerheld Academy Pres

* No hwes in the Maip School Building
all winter long

* MNo Admission wair list J’nujg'frm.ﬂ:

the actual admar list

B.EW. there was

* No Chinese

* No Arabic

* No Wilson Fellows
* No feuwfirrfr—thank you lor

reaching us the meaning of that word'

* No clevator in the Main School Building
o Mo Chapin...now Bewkes House

* Mo bookstore

* No students from Nepal, India, South
Africa, Borswana, Kenva, Australin, New
Fealand,

gruay, Alghanistan, Croatia, Dominica,

Germany. France, Peru, Uru
lamaica, Kvrevetan, China, Singapore,
Thailand, and South Korea. ..

Fric has mken us amund the warld

Indomnesia

Mo prammuar kessons ar School Meeting

B.E.W there were

* No massive, furry cats stalking the
Manse rrounds

* Mo appeals wo the football coach o
resurrect the “Statue of Liberty Play

= No “Woody™ ambling abour campus
» Mo Koch Center

* Mo lamb ¢ hup- simoked lamb,
rorisseric lamb, grilled lamb, leg of
lamb, rack of lamb, lamb loin, mari-
nated lamb, lamb kebabs. . ..oy 1o say
that quickly. Over these years Eric
controlled the sheep populations of

three connnents..

And finally, B.E.W. there was
* Mo Headmaster with lunny har perched
crookedly on head niding unsieadily

on his bicvele all around campus’

Whar a remarkable set of accomplish
ments during vour tenure, Enc. .. Thank
vou for being that Euy with the funny
har on thar unsteadv bicycle. As with
Mr. Bovden. many of these vignertes will
live on in the stones Deerhield faculn
and stalfl will tell of the E.LE.W the
ERA of Ernc Widmer. B



