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-rm rough; I'm tough; I'm no cream puffl - declared Ashley, who then eocouraged the female 

students al Deerfield 10repeat her mantra at tile opening 01 school in the fall. Apparently, sev­

eral veers ear1ier. Ashley's mother discovered her two rambunctious daughters wrestling one 

day, and after yanking the Mure Deerfield students apart. she pushed her intrepid charges onto 

the couc:n tor a discussion about t/1elr continued metamorphosis into women of confidence and 

CClf'l9ElQUel'I. AshIef COl'ljtnd the Image of two tiny. sweaty girts screaming out the "cream puff' 

chant lor their mom. and her tale galvanized the audience of girls into standing and shouting 

the admonition. Chuckling softly in admiration 01 her audacity were Ashley's closest friends, 

perhaps the roughest and toughest young women In the crowd and certainly the least 

cream puff-like athletes Deerfield has seen in years. Outwardly dissimilar, Molly Schaus, 

Kit Hamley. Sarah Palomo, and Ashley Laporta grew up in Chicago: Montana: Northampton, 

Massachusetts; and Stowe, 1JerTnollt: the quartet share two passions-sport and hiendshlp. 

Each is a remarkably talented scholar-athlete who has made her mariI on Deerfield's tradition 

of excellence in athletics, and each Is a devoted friend and loyal Deerfield daughter, 
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