


IN PERSONIFYING quintessential Deerficld charactenistics, these four members
of the ¢lass of 2006 help s dehine the modem, female version ol Tom Ashlev. Frank
Boyden's favorite student, Tom Ashley, graduated from Decrfield in 1911 and went
on to Amherst College where he disainguished himsell on varsity teams in foodball,
basketball, and baseball, As 2 young boy about town, Tom frst drew Mr. Boyden’s
arention with his narural athleticism, bur ar some poine, Mr, Boyden sensed Tom's
inner strength, and no student had a more profound effect on the long serving head-
mister, The boys and young men of Deerfield Academy and Amherst College also
recognized Tom's quiet determination as they elecred him caprain of their athletic
teams. After less than a vear of teaching history ar Deerhield, Tom applied his lead-
ership skills from sport to the bartlefelds of World War 1 and lost his life capruring
a German machine gun nest just after urging his men, “Come on, follow me.”

A man of action, Tom Ashley had a dear sense of the role spore should play in lite,
In nares jotted down for Mr. Boyden, Tom wrote, “What shall be the proper place of
athletics in a high schoal and whart shall be their relarion 1o the rost of the school
acuvities? Shall achletics be run on a basis of games or for the development of all? The
Larrer is usunlly the bener ideal bur can it be combined with the former? We believe
it can...and a spint of good sportsmanship and fair play rowards both, rogether with
1 predominating artitude of play and enjoyment. . .in short our athletic ideal is w play
the game for all it is worth, win if we can, lose if we must, always give our best, and
always above all fight for the ideal of clean scholastic sports for sport’s sake. 1F we have
done this, .. the wam is a sccess.”

Da those ideals mirror the aims of wday's Dieerheld teams? In an unfortunate
imitation of intercollegiate programs, specialization has invaded high school athletics,
Mula-sport participans are fast becoming anomalous as athletes who concentrate on
one sport define the norm. Today's athleres spend summers ar insructional camps
and the off-season lifring in weight rooms and pracricing skills with travel teams in-
stead of following Tom Ashley's regime. With college applications in mind, some
high school students seek an arhletic hook. Broad participation reads as mediocrity

Ashley may be the strongest girl in school. A vital contributor
at the varsity level, Ashiey played goalie in soccer, skated on

the forward line with ice hockey, and rowed In the first boal.

and so onc feels obliged to trin for excellence, Talented athletes, and even those with
limited abiliry, believe they must channel their effort toward one sport, and who can
blame them if their goal is entrance 1o college? Currently, few senior athletes apt for
a junior varsity team when cut from the varsity, and many fine athleres decide not o
go out for varsity teams ar all if not assured of a szarting position. Sadly, the days of
high schoal sport for sport’s sake are dwindling,

In this era of single-mindedness, Molly, Kir, Sarah, and Ashley stand apare.
Although they each possess the physical gifts and expertise of recruited arhletes, they
play for love of the game, and the lovalty they have engendered in their coaches and
their teammares would make proud any Deerheld boy or girl, including Tom Ashley.

A RUGGED, PHYSICAL PRESENCE and self-described “giant girl,” Ashley muay
be the strongest girl in the school and has enthusiastically competed on teams
throughout her four-vear career. A viral contriburor ar the vamity level, she played
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and Sarah rowing in the
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by graceful example, and although they could righdfully view themselves as excep
tinnal athletes, they never let thelr success go to their heads. T hey never chest-pound-

ed; instead they quietly remained steadfast to the idea of raising everyone on the team

up to their level.” With that sentiment in mind, Coach Rosenbladt presented both
r‘.llﬁ-. with the Coach's ( up 1N Crew this spring. Elecred every vear o Smudent Counail
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and then as council chair her senior vear, Ashlev iz a of her class.
She exudes self-assurance and charisma and, for thar reason, frequently addresses the
full school in meetings and represents the student body on admission and trustee

_'1.||1|.'| Mexr vear, she will row for Harvard U niversiny

KIT HAMLEY made an immediate impact with the varsity soccer team when she
arrived for her sophomore vear. A three-time New England All-Star selecrion, she
picked up this year's Mot Valuable Player rophy, the Majorie Ellis Cup, after a sea-
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af the most brilliant soccer plavers 1o swir up lor Deerheld, and Heidr's sons evaluate
Kit and Mally as unsurpassed soccer players and babysimrers. One nighr while serrling

nio bed after games wirh the girks, Heidi's four-vear-old sighed. "1 love vou, Kir.
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his was my best day ever.” With her mommate Molly, Kit was co-caprain of icc
nockey. Small in starure, Kir played fearlessly, and when she scooted onto the iee,
the ream responded as if injected with adrenaline becuuse she threw hersell into ihe
action with infectious spint. During her senior spring with no formal team expen
ence beyond a bit of lictle league baseball,
Kir picke o up a bar and made varsity sofi
ball, ane of Deerhield's most successtul girls
teams, Next vear, Kir will play soccer ar
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SARAH PALOMO was a tri-varsity capiain!
[all and long limbed, Sammh protecred the
|_=,41:.'| N SOCCet hj. ‘-E‘-HrTlnlj rime with Ashley
and as mentioned above, they rowed 1o
gether in the first boat in the spring. Dur
ing the winter, Sarah helped propel the
baskethall ream from cellar-dweller 1o pow-
erhouse in her four-year career. She opped
all scorers in both her junior and genior
years on her way o earning rwo Most Valu
able Player rrophies and two nods as a New
England All-Star, 1n all three spors, her

gentle leadership inspired her reammares

and perhaps made her more powertul than



i “rah-rah” captain: we all listen harder when a few, wise words are spoken with clear
depth of leeling. As het basketball coach, | know every girl respecred Sarah because
shie was the one person whom everyone could count on o work hard, © want o win
games, to be kind, and to care about each of them. Her moral code was always evident
and much admired. Personally, | felt such affection for Sarah thar my family notced
and joked abour her starus as my adopred dayghrer. For this year’s All-Star game, my
real daughter, Clare, a Deerfield sophomore, ware a t-shirt with “Little Palomo”

hand-written on the back. Sarah will row crew next vear for Brown Universioy.

AND FINALLY MOLLY SCHAUS. Growing up, we have all known naturally gifted
athletes, but few are as talented or humble as Molly, She arrived at Deerfield as a
sophomaore and joined the cross country ream. With no summer training, she ran in
the frone pack for rwo fall seasons. As a senior, much to the dismay of the cross coun-
try team, she switched to soccer to be with Sarah, Kit, and Ashley. Having never
played competitive soccer and dhinking she might serve as manager, she oied our for
the varsity and so impressed everyone thar she nor only made the team and started as
fullback, she too was sclecred for the All-Star ream. Co-caprain and goalic tor the ice
hockey ream, Molly shines on the ice where she is arguably the best junior female ice
hockey goalie in the nation. Last year, she won the national junior goalie skills com

pention in Colorade. She has played intermanionally for the jumor narional team and
will join thar group again this summer in Lake Placid. Adhletic director Jim Lindsay,
who has coached boys’ and girds’ varsity ice hockey and enjoved great success including
a New Englind Championship, said, “Molly is one of the best athletes | have coached
in rerms of her work ethic and her drive. She is as mentally tough as any athlere 1 have
known at Deerfiedd. She is confident when in goal but modest off the ice. She is just
phenomenal. | would give her the Deetheld Cup.” In goal, Molly allowed an average

of mercly 1.4 goals per game during her career while stopping 94 percent of the shots

“Molly is one of the best athletes | have coached in termns of
her work ethic and her dnive. She is as mantally tough as any athlete
| have known at Deerfield. She is confident when in goal

but modest off the ice. She is just phenomanal.”

she Faced. Coach Meier choked up when presenting her with a secand Most Valuable
Player Award ar School Mecting. In the spring, Molly was co-caprain of the softball
team. For two years, she started ar shortstop, bue whien last year’s carcher graduated,
Molly, with no previous experience stepped behind the plate, and sccording 10 Coach
Scottic Buron became one of the best carchers in New England. Next fall, she will

atvend Boston ('u“qlr v sty nursing with a full uhul.lhll.lp for ice hockey

NOT CONTENT with formalized sport. the girls will challenge anyone to play any-
thing, anytime, Molly and Kir have ser up their dorm room as an arena for Hoor
wckey and no one leaves withour being engaged in a game. The four are vicious
hod | | tl being engaged § I'he §

soatmball plavers-—ask Assistant Basketball Coach Kim Libby abouwt her bruises from
| ball pla; kA Basketball Coach Kim Lit

games on the ice. Under the lights in the winter months, they joined faculty teams on
the paddle rennis courts in tournaments. Dean of Students Wendy Bradley enjoved
playing goll with the group and shared exciting advenures kayaking with them.

On several consecutive Mondayvs during their junior vear in Dewey House, the quartct

Above: Kit Hamley at bat. Op-
posile page, lop left: Kit on the
soccer field. Top right: Molly
Schaus in the goal. Bottom:
Molly running cross country.
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