


IN AUGUST 2005, Decrheld Trustee Sidney “Skip” Evans Jr,
'73 and his I-J.I:ﬂﬂ:\' were living in New Ovrleans, near Dillard
University, where he was vice president for business and
linance. As Hurnicane Kammina approached, the family evacu-
ated to Houston, hoping to rerurn in two days, Instead, the
levees broke, and the city was plunged inte chaos,

I'he next weeks were tumulruous, After about a month in
hotels in Houston, Atlanta and Washington, DC, the Evans
family moved 1o Deerheld, into the Main Street house thar
wits waiting for incoming Academic Dean John Taylor. Moe-
gan. a freshman, enrolled at the academy, and Tavlor, a sixth-
grader, started ar The Bement School. Evans said the family
was warmly welcomed, "People were bringing apple pies 1w
the house,” he said. “The Evans family is most grateful to
Deerhield Academy,”
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chiel financial officer/treaswrer of Howard University in Wash-
ingion, DC, a job for which he was in line befare Karrina.
Hurlng the fall, he Hew o Masaachuserss on the weekends o
join his family. In the new vear, his wite and younger daughues
juined him in Washingron, while Morgan moved inwo Ashley
House and became a boarding student

The family has sald their home in New Ovrleans; and
salvaged most of their belongings. It has been a challenging
transition., Evans smd. While he had planned ro move 1o DC,
the rest of the family had expecred another year in New O
leans, where they had been for seven and a half years. Instead,
Evans said. Tavlor has astended three schools this vear, and the
family is still wairing to move inm a permanent home in DX

Sell. he said, 1 think I'm very, very formunate.._It's just

amazing how we were able to mitigate some of the atrocities of

the sitnation like this.”

JOSHUA KOHN '05 arrived ar Tulane University in New
Oveleans last year before school began to train with his ROTC
unit. On the day the rest of the first-year students were moving
in, the ROTC cadets were assigned 1o carry their boxes.

Thar day, however, “The commander gathered us all to-
gether and told us there was a hurricane coming,” he said. The
cadets were sent out to tell their peers to stop unpacking and
ger ready 1o evacuare by bus

Then, the ROTC members were tald o ger our. Kohn and
several others piled into a car, traveling w Houston and Corpus
Christi, and when it became clear they weren't going o be able
1o return 1o T ulane any time soon, 1o lllinois and Indiana,
bringing several members of their party home.

Kohn then flew home w Connecticut and began calling
colleges, looking for an opening. Two days later, he was on a
plane to North Carolina, w atrend Davidson College, while

most of his belongings were sull ar Tulane, "1 went w the school
boolkstore and bought five Davidson 1-shirs because [ needed
clean clothes,” Kohn said.

Diespite the abrupr introduction, Kohn liked Davidson,
and will be staving there. He did return to New Orleans o
retrieve his belongings, but found most of his things had been

losy in the post-storm confusion.

HURRICANE KATRINA brought a wave of refugees and an
impromptu learning experience into the backyard of Rob
Strong ‘00, Strong, who was working on o master's degree in
journalism at the University ol Texas at Austin, was sent to the
Houston Astrodome, where some 13,000 people had been
evacuated, 1o rake photos for the school’s newspaper. "1t was
mmbelievable,” he said, "1t was basically the population of my
hometown (ol Wayland, MA) LIL‘EI'IIHH on cots.”

Shortly afier, Strong went down o the Gulf Coast on a
photography assignment to document the damage. * Block

after block after block was just lumber,” Strong said. “It's un-

like anything I've ever reported on before.”

DURING THE MARCH SCHOOL BREAK, Deerficld science
reacher Ben Bakker and his wite Kristan and their sons; Nancy
Albertson, a faculty spouse and Deerfield parent; and two
other chaperones accompanied ten Deerfield girls and several
students from Eaglebrook School and Northfield Mounr Her-
mon School o Mississippi for a week 10 work on the homes
of elderly and disabled residents, The group also raised abou
£1,000 through a croissant sale to support the reliel effor.
For the studens, the trip was an eve-opening experience,
“What | think mostly when | think natural disaster is it we just
donate money, then that'll be fine, itll be the end of the story,”
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said Lydia Lee 07, of Queens, NY, who went on the trip, Afrer
 week living in a warehouse, showering in a parking lot, work-
ing with her hands, and meeting people who'd lost so much,
Lydia felr differendy, “There's so much more than just giving
money,” she said

I'he group found thar one woman they assisted seemed
ippreciate having a group ol |J||;{|it1::' tecnagers at her house
more than the yard cleanup and other work they did for her
Had the woman been given the choice of money to replace
what she'd lost or having children around, "1 think she'd deh
nitely choose the kids,™ said Ama Francis '07, of Dominica.

Ihe girls, most of them members of the Chnistian Fellow
ship group led by the Bakkers, said they were also impressed by
the faith and hope they encountered amid the destrucuon.

Rebecca Yang 08, of Ithaca, NY, savs the experience also
taught ber how 1o get outside herself, something the studenrs
acknowledged can be a challenge in high school. “Here {ar
school), I'm really aware of miyself, I'm reully conscious of how
1 look, what | do....While | was there, | didn't care,” she said.
ALUMNI, TOO, have been drawn to 1.'1||.||I'|l.'|uri1:|_rI .||nr1!_', the
Gult Coast. Justin Reich "95, who weaches at Noble and Gre-
enough School in Dedham, MA, and his wite, Elsa Oliverti
maveled to Biloxi, MS, in lare December and carly January
Located on a peninsula, Biloxi was devasvared by a 30-foor
storm sutpe that came in from two sides, Reich said. "For me,
the things that kept really boggling my mind were smaller
things, cracked sidewalk from all the debris being thrown, and
vou think, “Whao's going to fix all the sidewalk?

Reich split his tdme berween physical labor and advocacy
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Many were immigrants or had disabilities, and needed help

During the March school break a group from Deerfield went
. to Mississippi for a week to work on the homes of elderly
A and disabled residents. For the students, the trip was

an eye-opening experience.
accossing services. | he magic nicket o everything on the Gulf
Coast is gerting a FEMA number. Even some (non-govern-
mental organizations) require this for trips to the soup kitchen,
clothes. erc.”™ Reich and other volunteers l.\u-rkmi “i!|1 [I"IH\'L'
whose FEMA applications had been rejected.

Iirough the program Reich worked with in Biloxi, he mer
another volunteer, Morgan Binswanger "84, who warked in
Admission and taughe ar Deerfield from 1988 o 1992,
Binswanger, of Venice, CA, says the chance meeting reflected
the fact that the volunteers working in the region came from
around the country and rhe globe. “Tr was a grear mecaphor for
the Hag, and | don't say that lightly, There were people from all
aver. ,.and from all walks of life

Binswanger said he was struck by rhe lack of bitterness
among the peaple aftected by the hurricanes, He hopes o re-
turn on another service trip, “1 think it's something thar every

American should be engaged in,” he said

FOR MANY ACADEMY AFFILIATES, |:||.'||| with the recovery
is an ongoing project, A variety of on-campus fundraisers sup
_;n'-rh:d the relief effon m._fudjll!.L a silent aucnion in March, lor
I'he

largest student-led hundraiser was a “coin race” coordinated

which faculty members donated goods and services

by the Community Service Student Board, in which students
in each grade level compered with cach other and with FBaculry
and staff o donate the grearest amount. The efforts have raised
some $2,000, said Kale Fein '07 and Jaclyn Fleishman '07
who will lezd the student board in the coming academic vear.

Somc of the funds are intended 10 be used 1o '1Hj|' some S0
compurers 1o a Gult Coast school, said Mara Whalen, director
of community service, diversity and multicultural programs,

Students, led by Ben Bakker, who teaches |'I|I1.-'\I|."|, have heen
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edicting Katrinas

Dr, Kerry Emanuel 73 is quick to say he didn't predict Hurri

cane Katrina and the devastation that followed. But he and
other scientists and engineers have long known such a disas-
ter was coming. “Everybody who looked at the problem knew
MNew Orleans was vulnerable,” says Emanuel, a professor of

atmospheric sclence at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-

nology. “Alarms were raised all over the place, and the fact of
the matter is that nobody paid attention.”

Because of its pecullar geography, New Orleans was at risk
from a major storm, and it was only a matter of time before one
hit, Emanuel says. “It was the wrong kind of disaster to happen,
because it's a disaster that was well predicted,” he says.

Emanuel’s work suggests that violent storms like Hurricane
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Cireer and his family also faced personal challenges afrer
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Katrina will be more common in years to come. While Emanuel
calls the link between Katrina in particular and global warm-
ing “very, very tenuous,” he says there is solid evidence to sug
gest that rising temperatures are leading to more powerful
tropical cyclones. He says data from the Atlantic shows a
strong correlation between rising sea surface temperatures
and the intensity of hurricanes and tropical storms,

“If you look out decade by decade into the future, all we
see is increasing activity,” Emanuel says. That doesn't neces-
sarily mean more storms will reach land and cause damage,
but it could. *“We're very concermed about it,” he says,

Emanuel published Divine Wind: The History and Sclence of
Hurricanes in 2005 (see page 26).
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