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"UNEXPECTED JOURNEY" 
THE REMARKABLE CAREER OF Gi l lETT G. GRIFFIN 

Artist. cosecto. 8xDlOrer. curator, scroer. and reecrec the life of mlett G. Grltfin
 

'47 has taken many uoexcecteo tums. The journey from Deerllek:l has encom­


passed creating a prize-winning children's book, lorging a friendship with
 

Albert Einstein, discovenng ancient art. and serving as curator for 52 years at
 
• 

Princetcet University. where he buill a oreenoeot pre-Doknnbien art collection. 

BV TINA COHEN 
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Gillett has had a knack for collecting what most ceooe neglect to rouce. 

In the 19505. pre-Colu mbian art was considered prim itive and compared 

unfavorably to European art. Gillelt became intrigued with then lesser-known 

civilizations. including Mexico's Maya and Olmec. and the Mocha of Peru. 

.Ie Ko"n;,,& Rn.l1ins" b imc: ..my 

h;" ...... "", ;n~n<N fa< hi", child. 

(;illn, .kcid<.! to 'urn" in'o ill...­
rmnl book. A .v-... TN. He m,<'Inl 

i. in a n,,,ion.. idt ".ml""';';"''' ..p.>n­

cored by rhe Amcli<... I""i"",, of 

c...r/>ic: An. ~;, "' .. "" ...... .-of 
'he fifty Bnt Dnip><J Duolu ,,( the 

rear. cm.., .'...1>< r,.... ",u1en' .0 

reni.. ,h .. hono:w. 
\l'hik [i.-jog in ~~. Hncn. «illen 

bog.n ,,,lIcu ing pre·Columbi........ 

H" font 1"= .'U • ( ..",men, of. 
ceramic h" d fttl.., \k.lCO. d.ted 

,it,.. 400 II.C. h ...., him ~~ ." ..". 
~ilktt', rollertl~a"';,;tJa IuJ .....11., 

~.. n ... run.~r ""M" he hou"h. 

I~Th ,'<nfury ""' Fnp.nJ .hil.l .....·• 
1>0<,1<>. Thoo< •..,lumn ...." "0" 1"" of 
'he 1"''''11'''0' h,,]J,ng. of th. J r 
Mo,,,,,.. I ih...n" m:-':"", ",..-1< c;tv, 

(;;10,,, h.. h. J • kn....-k10' ooIlr<.~in~ 

",I> .. m....' 1" 'Qr k nqr.k.., ,... 11<>,,,,,. In 

,he 1'1"'1" p...-Colomt>..".n ...". roon· 
,i<l,·".,j primi,;,.., .nd coml"ml "of.· 

.".. ~I)' '0 ~'''"'I"",n ,n. ( ;ilkn ~'UII>< 

rn"i~"rJ ..·"h 'h<n I...." k",...n .... ih· 
,-",i".... j" d ".b n ~ i\-k.i,o·, \ 1.)" .nd 

(11""", . nd ,h. M,,,h,' " f 1',.... 
M"."whil<.• ~,t> lurN hun '0 1'",....,. 

'0" .ft« h n "h , " ~ hi, " ...<li,... .. ,",I< in 

1?~2, ( iill. " Wol> ""1....-.rJ ,. "''''0' "I 
,..., g"pl".· .." ""U..·,",,, ;n I' ri,,, ..,,n·, 

h«.t"n" Lih"ry. "'het, hl> 1"<,,,,,,,.1 

p"I""n"", "'qoirrd , l' ,of. " i" n. 1 
.pph•• ,i"n, A h. " d, ·,," k" 'd "I' g"~. 

••u,."" he: I,,·I;~ Il.... lee "f .....,1 

1"""0" i , ."h.",...J h~ ," oI>n."h,I,,~. 

O'-"...'pi"~.n u",/",..o"di,,~ "f, ",h· 
jn'_om", I",m imcr••, io n. mJ di· 

"'" UI"',i"n.., 10 hI' dT"" '" kindle 
<uppnn h\f ,h• .,,, nn eampu" (;,11,," 
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ruhlidv d«,inl,h. p.u,i.. "f .ho>< 
c~. II. wro.. I' tlne.."n·, I', ..id.n' 

an .it;h.-p~ In, ... uhi""".1y I..ding 
,,, rho oppropr;..in" of. d.",,,om 

buik!;"ll fUt- ,h•• I""!""",. 
i\' .he: ..."", .im•. Gill... I.m.n,c-d 

rhe d'mini<hc:d rok I",n"n~ pl.)..-d In 

hi. ,...... Iik. H. d<ciJ<d.o ",I.e. h;",o> 

from I',i""""'n in l'l(,6 to lr.vd .round 

'''''''icc> frw III "",nrl". Ih, npl"..""n 
and m.l'I'"", nf o~al .i,.. p..... 
d......J i....,J>,fu1 oJeo";,il""",,.nJ ,ni,," 

t<"d.n"J', G,II." .nd ."h..,I"lt,,, 
Mich.d \.0< ",n",/...d ho..- 'ho" 
"''I."'" ~",,·.II~ k.oJ ,,, ,he ,,,'.,io,n "I , 
llu,d. bool. Th .. pohli..""n "•••• 
urn< '0 f...,,,on, .nd (;,lln, ....... " 

VI,""'I 0"." i, ....,..ld """" nf"""<'d "lO 
"",nv f.....k plao... ,,, "...n" ,t>J};. .nd 

I"""hk ".rIo<..,...... Ilu.."" ,h.. ","", 
Jo... d...., ..".d Ol....., l"in,,"II" ,n. <IV< 

in un"allO.........,. H" IidJ ...,.....1,,, 

,,,.100.. "cdi' .. ,Iw , ...dI.......,.., "f. 
Moron....,pIc If Rio II« ,n C~p«he 

~""'n he m"r,,<Tl ,,, r"",,"nn. to. 
"'.' "fl....-J ,h. I"h •• '0"'0' "I' pr,,· 
('~"mlo<o" .nd I'"n"" n ., ,he: un,· 
...""y·••n m"""m, I, ,,, ..... ..-Jo...... 
( ; ilk ,, ', vi.io,n. in'''i'io nd "'..",,, 

....' g'n """,1..1 ~~ b"ll..nil~. In 
dr-vc-I<'I',n~ ,Iw cnII<t:,;"n fmm .....II and 

o",kr'I"f""'<U'td-h<sinni~ ...,,10 ,>n!)' 
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Ii"". "". " b.<am•. t;ill.. , don.,..-J 
'" ~.. nc-d m...~ ,,( I... own oh",.:<, 10 
Pri,,",,"n. ra:<i..-..l ,;gnin.:.n, conr,;....· 

,io,,,....,J n<ll''''''..-J i"'I",".n, ""Iu".­
,ion,. II. ""Ill" P"f",l ndc-ry.r.Jwtc 
el...... " , ing ;lCfwl.nif l-l" "n,h,,_ 

.i.,m I,,·....m••n import.n' f",c< i" 

.."",ing ,he i"","" and .uppo" "f 
bo<h he...I-",on 'nJ "..Jon,.. 
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GILl.ETT'S OUTSTANDING ....."., 

1'"""",,,,, . nd h" r<ccn' ,ct,,,,n><n'..-= 
,,1.-*1,....1," May llNI~ ,,·i,lo. ,J.,~.I"n~ 

• 
..ml""i"m on aT' "f ,he . ncien, Arn<,;­

,,,. h,,,, h""J,...J go"," h"..d " 1"'''' 
,n 'h, lid<l-,,,II ••It,,... f,i,nd,.•nd 
lo,m.. ""d.n'. ,,( C,ill,,,--J..,,il>c: 

,he;' .h..,.;..... di"",·"i••••",1 ",·mi".1 

.."r•. I"~"'g h"m.tt. ,,, I". ,,,I. and 
,har of ,he I' '' n' '' ''''' e"I1",,,o n, 1'.1• • 
;",,·""I<lI' (;ill.., .".1 M<: H,lW a t'"".. 

«""" M""""m Ili""",, (:an... ,,, I.... 
r,,,·Lol,,mhlOn An.' by th" fo'm"r 
.Ii""",. of ,h. P".....,,,,, i\n Mo.."m, 

AII.n fl..henh.""" .1'....-1....·i'n (iii· 

1e:'Il: .",I'h"m 1'",·C"l"mbi," A"i· 
I",,, ,,, I'ro·Columh"" An.' M,,~ .d 

(:n". no.. r",I""'" .....ri"" ,>I' .n,h",_ 

I",k'l"'" Yal• •nd '0',,"" "f n",,'"'''''' 
,u,,",,,,, ,,,,,, ,..... 'I'"k" "n 'An ."d 
Ill"...... A.....,"1t ,he Cia«", M.~•.• 

AI"ng "·,,h J..'pi.~io,,,, of ,he: ....",1 
..,hi"",... ,. many I"""'nol photogr"l'ru. 
"""...h••ed d"""m.nnng ...i"", r,,· 
"".., h nr..-Ji,io"" ...",h "f ,..., b",Jr, 
"V", ,he yeo... l"dud<tJ """"'. n"m"" 
,,( ,m.gn-Io"""""", ""w-----<>( ""m. 
"'pbo. ",n'cd Volbw~n II«d. on the 
middle: of """-1><,,,. lo'chinll J,n"-,, dry 
rivnb..J, Of oo-o.:allnl ro.oJ. wi'h .....a. 
jn~ (".. I".. Cill"" ., in ..hed. :-Or"'· 

I""',um t""''' ....." al... , ..... ...J '0 • • 

""'cption in ,he mU>CWII .,;.h in <peei.1 

..hihi,ion ,,( ",,,.l. sr..n by Gill"" 

"r '" hi, honor. ·L'.....pKt...J Jou, .....: 
Gilkn G_ Grilli".nd the An <Ii"'" An­
'icn' Am<riL:ao .. P,;""",,,,,-'In dnrnb­
'''~ th.. "'RO,d,...,," "'ndoff. Gill." 
"""idt-«d who, ...,. _ oign,l1an. '0 

him ahou, ,he,J.,v: ,he loveJo... fd, w.. 

palp.hl< in ,h.. p,""rin" .\/ inimLlin, 

hi> ""'n ,ok. "" fo......... un ,he: ."IIto.­
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